Publication Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
[bookmark: _Hlk133567777][bookmark: _Hlk172559479]
[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]Proposals
[bookmark: _Hlk210115451][bookmark: _Hlk204860143][bookmark: _Hlk193964646][bookmark: _Hlk193801019][bookmark: _Hlk193192101][bookmark: _Hlk193191978][bookmark: _Hlk189821225][bookmark: _Hlk203126001][bookmark: _Hlk207181105]
[bookmark: _Hlk233179349][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:  

· 94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 201, Appeals of the Decision of the Executive Director
· 94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Appeals of the Decision of the Executive Director  

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P162 (Ch. 201), 2026-P163 (Ch. 6) 
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: Chapter 201 is the existing rule, which will be repealed and replaced by Chapter 6. This Chapter (Chapter 201, to be Chapter 6) establishes the process for an appeal from a decision of the Executive Director to the Commissioners of the Commission on Public Defense Services pursuant to 4 M.R.S. § 1804(3)(J). The proposed Chapter 6 maintains much of the substantive procedure contained in Chapter 201. Changes in Chapter 6 primarily clarify the roles of various individuals involved with appeals,  establish or alter timelines and deadlines, modify the language regarding the admissibility of evidence, and add a deference standard. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 3:00PM hybrid via Zoom and in-person at 77 Sewell Street, 3rd floor, Suite 300, Augusta.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, August 3, 2026 at 5:00PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Darcy 	Fisher
154 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330
207-287-3263
darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 4 M.R.S. § 1804(3)(J).
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pds/ 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: darcy.fisher@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Real Estate Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-039 C.M.R. Ch, 410, Minimum Standards of Practice
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P164
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Commission proposes changes to Chapter 410 to (1) clarify the confidentiality provision for buyer names and addresses and (2) respond to the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development’s request that the Commission review the rules and standards of practice and adopt further rule changes to combat deed fraud.  The Commission is proposing to address deed fraud issues with a new section in the rule to require an affiliated licensee to take reasonable steps to verify the identity of a seller and the seller‘s legal authority to transfer a property prior to entering into a brokerage agreement or providing real estate brokerage services in a real estate transaction.  
PUBLIC HEARING:   Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., at the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, located at 76 Northern Avenue, Gardiner, Maine.  Members of the public will also have the opportunity to attend and participate via remote means.  Instructions on remote access and a link will be posted on the Commission’s webpage in advance of the public hearing at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/real-estate-commission/home/board-meeting-information.       
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, August 3, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. EST. Copies of the rulemaking may be accessed at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/real-estate-commission or by sending an e-mail to Catherine.Pendergast@maine.gov.  Comments may be sent to Catherine Pendergast, Director, Real Estate Commission, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035 or to Catherine.Pendergast@maine.gov.   
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Catherine E. Pendergast, Director, Real Estate Commission
35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
207-624-8518 
207-624-8637
Maine Relay 711
Catherine.Pendergast@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §§ 13065, 13272, 13273, 13280
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/real-estate-commission
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Maine Revenue Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 207, Controlling Interest Transfers 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-132

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Amended Rule 207 removes references to now-repealed tax rates (see PL 2025, c. 388), clarifies provisions relating to administration of the tax for multi-transfer transactions, and makes other clarifying and technical changes.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alex Weber, General Counsel
Agency Name: Maine Revenue Services
Mailing Address: 51 Commerce Drive, Augusta ME 04330
Telephone Number: (207) 624-9712
Email Address:    


AGENCY: Maine State Housing Authority
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 99-346 C.M.R. Ch. 24, Home Energy Assistance Program Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-134

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This replacement rule repeals and replaces in its entirety the current Home Energy Assistance Program Rule. The rule establishes standards for administering fuel assistance, emergency fuel assistance, weatherization, and heating system repair and replacement funds to income eligible households in the State of Maine. This replacement rule: updates the matrix used for determination of benefits, makes minor changes to clarify documentation requirements for citizenship, identity and social security number verification, increases the allowable time to reverse a denial for missing documentation for an application, updates income documentation and incorporates language to provide clarity and continuity between the rule and the State Plan, changes the threshold for the solicitation and use of price quotes for CHIP repairs, and adds a life-time maximum benefit per dwelling unit, and makes minor formatting and grammar edits. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, June 29, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Ashley Carson
Agency Name: Maine State Housing Authority
Mailing Address: 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, ME 04330
Telephone Number: 207-624-5728
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 34 Groundfish [Haddock Recreational Size Limit]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-137

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking decreases the recreational haddock minimum size limit from 18 inches to 17 inches, aligning with recent changes adopted by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under NOAA and allowing additional fishing opportunity while maintaining catch within the recreational sub- annual catch limits (ACL). 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 43, Bluefish [Recreational Bag Limit ]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-138

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking establishes the recreational limit for bluefish at 5 fish per day for the remainder of 2026. Beginning in 2027, the bluefish recreational limit will be set at 3 fish per day.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 52, Mackerel [Recreational Bag Limit]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-139

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking increases the mackerel possession limit from 20 fish to 25 fish, to align with recent changes adopted by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under NOAA.
 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 420, Safety Standards for Natural Gas and Liquefied Natural Gas Facility Operators
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-135

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commission adopts amendments to Chapter 420. These amendments require gas utilities to conduct comprehensive leak assessments of their natural gas systems, including all mains and meters, at intervals not exceeding 3 years from the effective date of the rule. In addition, the amended rule mandates that gas utilities identify the source of each detected leak and report the number and street location of leaks, along with the remediation actions taken. The adopted amendments also include provisions that implement changes required by recently enacted legislation as well as non-substantive editorial changes. 
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Pam Kowalchuk
Agency Name: Public Utilities Commission	
Mailing Address: 18 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-287-3831
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Electricians’ Examining Board
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-318 C.M.R. Ch. 120, Electrical Installation Standards
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-140

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Maine Electricians’ Examining Board has adopted the 2026 National Electrical Code, subject to the amendments and exclusions set forth in the rule.  The rule is effective July 1, 2026. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, July 1, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Holly Poirier, Board Manager
Agency Name: Maine Electricians’ Examining Board
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
Telephone Number: 207-592-0434, Maine Relay 711
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES: 

Repealed:

· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 1, General Information
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rules for Licensing of Dietetic Practice
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Complaints and Investigations
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 4, Code of Ethics

New:

· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Definitions
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 11, Qualifications for Licensing of Dietetic Practice
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 12, Advisory Rulings
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 13, Code of Ethics
· 02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 14, License Renewal and Continuing Education Requirements, Reinstatement

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-141 (Ch. 1), 2026-142 (Ch. 2), 2026-143 (Ch. 3), 2026-144 (Ch. 4), 2026-145 (Ch. 10), 2026-146 (Ch. 11), 2026-147 (Ch. 12), 2026-148 (Ch. 13), 2026-149 (Ch. 14)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice has repealed its former rules Chapter 1-4, and adopted new rules in Chapters 10-14 to update terminology, clarify the requirements for initial and temporary licensure, adopt a new code of ethics, and amend the continuing education rule.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, July 1, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Candice Wright, Regulatory Board Manager
Agency Name: Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
Telephone Number: 207-624-8601, TTY users call Maine relay 711
Email Address: Candice.B.Wright@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 02-030 C.M.R. Ch. 705, Establishment of License and Renewal Fees and Application Requirements for Maine’s Debt Collector Licensing and Requirement for Licensing Through the Nationwide Multistate Licensing System (NMLS)
ADOPTED RULE NUMBER: 	2026-136

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This proposed rule corrects references to sections of Bureau Rule Chapter 705 that have been repealed or renumbered, and revises applicant financial statement requirements to allow for alternatives to providing audited financial statements.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, July 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Linda Conti
AGENCY NAME: Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection
ADDRESS: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
TELEPHONE: (207) 624-8527


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325, 1987 Flood Recovery Policy [Repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325
] 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-150

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts the repeal of 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325; 1987 Flood Recovery Policy. The 1987 Flood Recovery program was established by the Maine State Legislature’s 113th Session to assist individuals impacted by the April 1987 flood. The 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 325 rule is outdated and considered obsolete.
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, July 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Liz Ray, Deputy Director, Policy and Programs
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 215-0725
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 311, Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual [Repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 311]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-151

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts the repeal of 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 311; Work Incentive (WIN) Program Manual as this rule has been replaced by the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills Training Program (JOBS) created by the Family Support Act of 1988. In addition, the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act established the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) which replaced the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) in 1996. The WIN Program has been determined an obsolete rule and is adopted as repealed.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, July 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Liz Ray, Deputy Director, Policy and Programs
 
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04330-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 215-0725
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610, Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules [Repeal 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610]
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-152

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts the repeal of 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules. This rule has been replaced by 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Child Care Affordability Program Rules administered by the DHHS, Office of Child and Family Services. 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 610; Maine At-Risk Child Care Program Rules is considered obsolete, and the Department adopts the repeal of this rule. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, July 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Liz Ray, Deputy Director, Policy and Programs
Agency Name: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04330-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 215-0725
Email Address: 
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